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fashionable as it was a few years ago. Apart altogether from 
theory the descriptions of disease are for the most part clear and 
the therapeutic directions excellent. We hope that when a new 
edition is issued lighter paper will be used, because it is cruel to 
expect anyone to hold and study a book weighing six and a half 
pounds. C. W. B. 


Electricity in Every-day Life. By Edwin J. Houston, Ph.D. 

In three volumes; illustrated. New York: P.F. Collier&Son. 

Although these three volumes are hardly to be considered as 
medical works, they nevertheless contain information which is of 
value to every physician who is desirous of availing himself of the 
most recent knowledge in the ever-progressing subject of electricity. 
The applications of electricity to medical science are increasing 
daily. It is impossible for a doctor to really study the subject, and 
a book such as this enables him to grasp the essentials necessaiy 
to a working knowledge and enables him to use the various elec¬ 
tric appliances with which every well-to-do office is equipped 
with some understanding of the nature of the elements which he 
employs. Dr. Houston’s explanations of the scientific problems in¬ 
volved and his descriptions of apparatuses and technique are so 
practical and clear that a layman can grasp them and apply them 
to his uses with the greatest ease. Aside from its technical value 
the book is charming reading, and its delightful accounts of the 
wonderful discoveries and inventions which have succeeded one 
another since Benjamin Franklin’s famous kite-flying experiment 
will speak to all and stimulate a desire to know more of a won¬ 
derful subject. F. R. P. 


The Doctor’s Red Lamp. A Book of Short Stories Con¬ 
cerning the Doctor’s Daily Life. Selected by Charles 
Wells Moulton. Chicago, Akron (Ohio), and New York: The 
Saalfield Publishing Co., 1904. 

This book contains twenty-two short stories dealing with the 
life of the doctor. Curiously enough, the stories are almost all of 
them by laymen. As the editor says in his preface, many of them 
are old favorites, a fact which will probably appeal all the more to 
those who see the book. They have been well chosen, and their 
perusaljwill, we hope, give many a physician a number of pleasant 
hours of recreation. The idea of a series of books of this nature 

VOL. 123, ho. 5,—HAY, 1905. 58 



892 


REVIEWS. 


is a good one and its execution is commendable. If the editors 
continue to show the discretion and good sense which is manifested 
in their choice of material, the books should commend themselves to 
every physician. The volume is accompanied by four handsome 
illustrations appropriate to the text. F. R. P. 


Appleton’s Medical Dictionary: an Illustrated Dictionary 
of Medicine and Allied Subjects in which are Given the 
Derivations, Accentuation, and Definition of Terms Used 
Throughout the Entire Field of Medical Science. Edited 
by Frank P. Foster, M.D., editor of The New York Medical 
Journal and Philadelphia Medical Journal, consolidated; of a 
Reference Book of Practical Therapeutics; and of Foster's Illus¬ 
trated Encyclopedic Medical Dictionary. New York and Lon¬ 
don: D. Appleton & Co., 1904. 

Because of the rapid advance which has been made in nearly- 
all lines of medicine and surgery during recent years there has 
arisen a demand for newer and more complete medical dictionaries. 
It has been the aim of the publishers and editor of this volume to 
satisfy this demand, and that they have done it there can be little 
doubt. 

The book contains an enormous amount of information, espe¬ 
cially regarding anatomy and diseases. It has not adopted some 
of the newer methods of spelling which have become so prevalent, 
but for this we can only commend it. The definitions are very 
clear - and satisfactory. 

The one criticism we would make is that probably too much has 
been put under single headings and consequently the person who 
consults the book for a definition instead of finding the word in 
large type may have to look through possibly a page of subhead¬ 
ings; as for instance, Littre’s hernia, which is indexed under hernia, 
but not under Littre. Richter’s hernia we do not find mentioned 
at all. Neither Bright’s disease nor Graves’ disease can be found 
excepting under the general heading of Disease, there being no 
cross-reference to the same. We believe it to be wrong to attach 
proper names to diseases and operations, but nevertheless certain 
of these have become so firmly fixed in our nomenclature that they 
should at least be given a cross-reference. 

Notwithstanding this criticism, which of course does not depict 
a serious defect in the work, we believe that this dictionary will be 
found a most satisfactory book of reference. The illustrations are 
not so frequent as in most modern dictionaries, but illustrations 
are not nearly so essential to a dictionary as to a modem text-book. 

J. H. G. 



